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Assessment of the impact of governmental 
incentives on biodiversity





incentive → ∆ economic activity → ∆ drivers → impact assessment

The workflow 



Mix of topic experts per incentive, striving for consensus

The assessment process 



IPBES drivers
Temporal scale
Spatial scale
Type of impact
Restoration ?

The assessment process 



The first round: four ministries directly linked to biodiversity
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The results
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The results



The results: agriculture



The results: agriculture
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In million euros

Tax relief for current agriculture / products
Tech solution for manure

Tax relief for energy use
EU CAP subsidies

Incentives to stop farming
Nature-inclusive incentives

Incentives sustainable farming



The results: agriculture
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≈3 billion 
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per year to 
move 

towards 
positive 

agriculture 
landscapes



The conclusions

1. Large share of Dutch public finance is harmful for 
biodiversity

2. Public finance supports business-as-usual limiting 
transformation

3. Analysis of major drivers of loss is essential → trade-offs
4. Land-use change, exploitation, pollution cause most harm
5. Adjusting financial flows can improve landscapes
6. Biodiversity needs to be incorporated in new incentives



It is up to us !
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