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Climate change

Wetlands are
climate superheroes

They are the largest terrestrial
carbon stores. And they protect us from

droughts, floods, fires and storms
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Biodiversity

Wetlands support 40%
of all spe any

of which are endemic
and endangered.

wetlands
for
people

& nature




People

Wetlands
provide

wetlands
for
people
& nature
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And they continue to disappear
faster than any other ecosystem.




Wetlands for climate...

Wetlands for
mitigation

adaptation
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NbS have gained
traction in NAP
processes

NAP Global Network, 2024

Most NAP documents mention ecosystems,
biodiversity and the environment as priority
sector.

% of NAPs mention ecosystems as standalone
segment in their climate risk assessment

Most countries refer to links between climate
change and biodiversity loss but potential
disconnect between national climate change
adaptation and biodiversity planning processes

Mangroves in assessed documents
Share of documents (%)

42%

B
L . SE%4
Explicit inclusion
I oo

MODCs ENAPS

Source: FAO Mangroves for adaptation and resilience: A review of national climate plans and commitments
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Wetlands can
function as a cross-
cutting tool within
NDCs while
providing essential
functions for local
economies



Societal benefits of
large-scale river and
wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

Water supply

In Nepal catchment
restoration improved the

average yield of surface and
groundwater sources by 75%

Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Wetlands in high altitudes
can contain cloud bursts

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion

Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

Wetlands are primary
sources of freshwater

Several wetland plants
are harvested for food,
fuel and fibre

Fish from wetlands is a

major source of animal
protein
Wetlands help filter
. . . . . waste water Wetland§ fix F]arbs)n
More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks spel s ity
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetiands provide space
or recreation and cultural Wetlands are key

activities biodiversity habitats
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Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Societal benefits of —
large-scale river and

wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion

.

Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

Pollution reduction

Conservation and restoration of
rivers and their catchments
allowed New York city to avoid

construction of an $8-10 billion :
filtration plant as well as oorons et
avoiding annual treatment costs A

Several wetland plants Yduer e

of $365 million/year arohanesicd orfood, |\ e
Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein
Wetlands help filter Wit i
. . . waste water etlands fix carbon

More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks el i
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetiands provide space

for recreation and cultural Wetlands are key
activities biodiversity habitats
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Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Societal benefits of —
large-scale river and

wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

@ Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion
Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

Flood risk reduction

Work in the Yangtze basin (China)
has resulted in an additional
29,700 km?2 of restored

floodplains with a floodwater

retention capacity of 8 billion gy i
m3. A

Several wetland plants P
are harvested for food, Apd, C
- Y

fuel and fibre

Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein
Wetlands help filter
. . . . . waste water Wetland; fix p‘aern
More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks @ andhapin it
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetiands provide space

for recreation and cultural Wetlands are key
activities biodiversity habitats
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Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

® e
Societal benefits of
can contain cloud bursts
Lakes, ponds and marshes can
large-scale river and R
[
wetla nd re Sto ratlo n Coastaslhvéfetll;ned:fz:%zrevent
Speed et al., 2026 Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

Flood risk reduction

Through Room for the River
program (Netherlands), 4,400 ha
of extra floodplain area was

added along the Rhine river,

lowering the 1:1250 per year cocoscifedtivty
flood levels by 0.3m on average. -

Several wetland plants P
are harvested for food, Apd, C
- Y

fuel and fibre
Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein
Wetlands help filter
. . . . . waste water Wetland; fix p‘aern
More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks @ andhapin it
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetiands provide space

for recreation and cultural Wetlands are key
activities biodiversity habitats
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Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Societal benefits of T

large-scale river and
wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

Food security

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion

Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

In Bangladesh’s Hail Haor wildlife
sanctuary, managed fish refuges

and seasonal closures of the
wetland increased fish catch by
about 88% and raised fish

consumption among poorer Weliands are pritary
sources of freshwater
households. » N

Several wetland plants P
are harvested for food, Apd, C
fuel and fibre o

Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein

Tenualosa ilisha
Wetlands help filter
. . . . . waste water Wetland; fix p‘aern
More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks e
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetiands provide space
or recreation and cultural Wetlands are key

activities biodiversity habitats
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What do you
see?




East Asian

Australasian

Estuary, China
(uwge of waterbirds

occur on migration, when Spctted
mothm?O,tm::mbo and Red-nscked Stint.

counted in one day. A

Flyway

——————— it (Ch'ltu.‘l’m R
A
‘ wintering ske for the Black-
_ faced Spoonbill with over
i 500 recorded,
Gulf Plains, Australia K )
An extensive wetland with up -
s o . to 72,333 Great Knot, 27,256
I Black-talled Godwit and
25,042 Little Curlew in the

non-breading season.

s-\ /
v [. Fully or partially protected

Source: Birdlife International ¥lml’°l'tﬂﬂt Bird Areas (IBA) on the Flyway 1. Not protected/status unkrown )
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A waterbird
doesn't
experience a
wetland as an
isolated national
asset. \

-

Spoon-billed Sandpiper :
Credit, Gichan Ryu, Brids of the World PR Wetlands
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Floodplains, lakes and marshes
can absorb flood waters

Societal benefits of —
large-scale river and

wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

Biodiversity

Lakes, ponds and marshes can
maintain ground water levels
and prevent drought

Coastal wetlands can prevent
shoreline erosion

.

Coastal wetlands as
mangroves and coral
reefs can reduce wave
and cyclone impacts

At East Dongting Lake (middle
Yangtze River, China), floodplain
restoration through changes to

dykes yielded higher wintering

waterbird richness, density and |
diversity. hamis . da
A

Several wetland plants Yduer e

are harvested for food, e
fuel and fibre o
Fish from wetlands is a
major source of animal
protein
Wetlands help filter
) ] ) ) . waste water Wetland; fix F]arbg)n
More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks @ P imate e
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International Wetands providespace
‘or recreation and cultural Wetlands are key

activities biodiversity habitats
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Multidimensional
approach to climate

A comprehensive network of

147 RF1 wetland sites across

10 countries in Asia and the Pacific
can deliver climate change mitigation,
adaptation, and resilience at scale.

®  RFI Priority Wetland Site

- (indicative) waterbird
migration routes along
the EAAF

Flyways play a strategic role.
They link individual sites and
landscapes into transboundary
ecological systems

Focus Countries

Wetlands

INTERNATIONAL



The value of an adaptation pathway lies
not only in the risks it helps reduce, but
also in the wider benefits it can create.

Wetlands

INTERNATIONAL




Discussion

When you think about Which climate challenges How can we better reflect
the climate risks facing can they help address? the role of wetland

your country, which ecosystems in national
wetland ecosystems do What other challenges can  adaptation planning?

you see playing arole in they address?

adaptation?

What does it take to move from recognising their value to
actually implementing and financing wetlands at scale?

Optional presentation title goes here 2 ey Vetian



Societal benefits of
large-scale river and
wetland restoration

Speed et al., 2026

 Early and effective stakeholder engagement

 Balancing the long-range vision with short-
term support measures

 Understanding the timing of costs and benefits

 Recognising that different time horizons
matter to different stakeholders

 Adopting a multi-benefit focus

More information: Investment in river and wetland restoration unlocks
economic benefits, finds major study - Wetlands International 000 ey Il
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Elise Allely-Ferme
Senior Technical Officer

. Elise.allely@wetlands.org
@ +52999 152 6642

Thank you !




	Dia 1
	Dia 2
	Dia 3
	Dia 4
	Dia 5
	Dia 6
	Dia 7
	Dia 8: Wetlands for climate…
	Dia 9: NbS have gained traction in NAP processes
	Dia 10
	Dia 11: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 12: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 13: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 14: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 15: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 16
	Dia 17
	Dia 18
	Dia 19: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 20
	Dia 21
	Dia 22: Discussion
	Dia 23: Societal benefits of large-scale river and wetland restoration
	Dia 24: Thank you ! 

