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To be effective -> Money

•We need more financial support for enlarging 
protected areas, ecological  restoration, creating 
corridors, buffer zones, management, etc.

   -> Funding gap for biodiversity conservation

€ € €



Global situation 
(IPBES 2025)



0,0

0,2

0,4

0,6

0,8

1,0

1,2

1,4

1,6

1,8

General government total expenditure on environmental protection, 2023
% of GDP

Waste management Waste water management

Pollution abatement Protection of biodiversity and landscape

R&D Environmental protection Environmental protection n.e.c.* provisional

Source: Eurostat (gov_10a_exp)

0.1% EU GDP currently allocated to biodiversity 

Geert de Snoo, Leiden, July 2026

0.05%



Current situation (‘best guess’, 2023)
GDP Biodiversity 

(government)

% of GDP

World 
(dollars, IPBES)

105.6 trillion 135-156 billion 0.13-0.15%

EU 
(euros, eurostat/EU)

17.2 trillion 18 billion 0.10 %

Netherlands 
(euros, CBS)

1.0 trillion 1.2 billion 0.12%

Our proposal: 

To safeguard biodiversity, we need to aim for 1% of GDP!

Geert de Snoo, Leiden, July 2026



What is needed globally?

The Funding Gap: Experts estimate that addressing the 

biodiversity and climate crises requires roughly $598 

billion to $824 billion annually: 0.5% to 0.9% of global GDP

(o.a. Paulson Institute, 2020)



1% idea was launched by Geert de Snoo at

• 900 scientists & professionals in the field of Conservation Biology

• Solid support for the 1% target  



Main outcome: Solid support for the 1% approach!

• Benefits of the 1% approach for Europe / globally:

• Clear simple message, can create momentum

• 1% will be a gamechanger

• Drawbacks of the 1% approach:

• Too ambitious, not ambitious enough, not feasible

• We need systematic change (of drivers etc.)

-> Conclusion: proceed & make statement to 



1. Objectives

1. What should the 1% be spent on? 

Fully dedicated to biodiversity!

Protected areas: expand, connect & management

2. Not for greening the economy (incl. agriculture)

3. Not for greenwashing
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2 How to get the 1% money? 

‘biodiversity (restoration) justice’

1. End subsidies that harm biodiversity -> ‘biodiversity fund’

2. Level playing field - All parties should contribute equally: 1% of GDP 
(flat rate)

->   Those parties responsible for more biodiversity decline would not contribute 
more, but need for solidarity mechanism so support hotspot countries



3 Where to spend the money?

1. Spend public money within own country

Needed for political support of the parties

2. But: think also about biodiversity hotspots: solidarity & global world



1%

It’s a small 
price for 

conserving 

the 

biodiversity 

that we 

depend 

upon!

All human 

endeavour is 

directly or 

independently 

dependent on 

biodiversity. 

Targets don’t 
help until the 

funding can be 

allocated to 

fulfil them!
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