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Agenda

● Welcome & brief introduction

● Presentations from a project development and project finance perspective by: 

○ Max Kolb, Consultant Sustainable Finance, NABU (Germany)

○ Chris Wilson, Local Partner APAC, The Landbanking Group (Germany & 

International)

○ Alessandro Leonardi, Founder and CEO, Etifor | Valuing Nature (Italy)

○ Caroline van Leenders, Senior Process Manager Sustainable Development, 

Netherlands Enterprise Agency (Netherlands)

○ Anders Enetjärn, Founder, Ecogain (Sweden)

● Panel Discussion 

○ including presenters and Gilles Doignon, Team Leader Biodiversity & Nature-Based 

Solutions, DG Research & Innovation at the European Commission, and Juha 

Siikamäki, Chief Economist & Director, Economy and Finance at IUCN 



The EU and its Member States provide substantial public funding for 

nature through various channels, both internationally & domestically.

Source: European Commission, SWD(2026) 66 final, Figures 3–4, pp. 14–15. Charts redrawn.

External biodiversity financing

EU budget, EUR billion per budget period

Financing mobilised for biodiversity in the EU

EUR billion per year

EU budget + national co-financing + public/private finance via InvestEU.

Totals do not separate sources or cover all flows.



The EU and its Member States provide substantial public funding for 

nature through various channels, both internationally & domestically.

Source: European Commission, Biodiversity Financing & Tracking (2022) 



EU nature finance: funding and investment

Source: European Commission, SWD(2026) 66 final, pp. 203–210. Functional grouping based on the report.

Public funding EU budget: CAP, cohesion funds, LIFE, Horizon Europe, Recovery and 

Resilience Facility and European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Fund, National & local budgets contribute financing and co-financing

Investment and 
blended finance

InvestEU mobilises public and private investment.

The Commission and EIB Group explore further investment in nature.

Project preparation Green Assist provides advisory support under InvestEU,

LIFE supports Green Assist and additional EIB advisory work.

International finance Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument, 

including European Fund for Sustainable Development Plus, and Instrument 

for Pre-accession Assistance III

EU external biodiversity financing targets EUR 7 billion for 2021–2027



The Evolving European Sustainable Finance & Nature Policy  

Framework or Initiative Relevance

EU Nature Restoration Regulation (2024) Binding ecosystem restoration targets and national restoration 

planning

EU Taxonomy Regulation (2020; criteria 2021-

2023)

Criteria for environmentally sustainable economic activities, 

including ecosystem protection and restoration

EU Roadmap to Nature Credits (2025) Development of high-integrity nature credit markets to 

mobilise private investment in conservation and restoration

CSRD/ESRS, and other external disclosure 

frameworks such as GRI (2024), TNFD (2023)

Disclosure of nature-related impacts, dependencies, risks and 

opportunities

Financial Supervision & ESG risks – EBA, EIOPA, 

ECB (2024-2026, ongoing), NGFS (2025, 2026)

Integration of ESG and nature-related risks into financial risk 

management and prudential supervision

Further initiatives such as SBTN, Finance for 

Biodiversity, MDB Common Principles a.o.

Biodiversity finance and measurement frameworks and targets 

developed by other initiatives and institutions.
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THANK YOU!

Get in touch with questions and feedback: 

Hanna Fiegenbaum

hanna.fiegenbaum@gmail.com

hanna.fiegenbaum@uni-leipzig.de
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